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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Eston  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  this  district  for  the  year  1947. 

An  analysis  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  show  that  while 
it  is  satisfactory  to  report  an  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate,  it  is  less 
pleasing  to  have  to  record  a rise  in  the  Death  Rate,  and  above  all  it 
is  especially  disturbing  to  have  to  report  a very  substantial  increase 
in  the  deaths  amongst  infants  in  their  first  year  of  life.  In  1946, 
30  infants  died,  in  1947,  51  infants  died,  giving  Infantile  Mortdity 
rates  for  the  two  years  of  41  and  61.  This  is  really  a serious  increase. 
Since  this  Authority  is  not  responsible  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  it  may  be  suggested  that  this  point  is  out  with  our  immediate 
concern,  but  as  the  Health  Authority,  we  must  take  a serious  view  of 
such  adverse  findings.  It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  the  prevention 
of  Infant  Deaths  is  not  a very  complicated  problem  involving  many 
varied  factors,  and  no  one  can  deny  that  great  and  valuable  work  is 
being  done  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services.  At  the 
same  time  when  one  realises  that  of  these  51  deaths,  one-half  were 
due  to  Prematurity  and  about  one-quarter  were  due  to  Broncho- 
pneumonia, it  seems  to  me  that  the  outstanding  need  at  the  moment 
is  increased  hospital  facilities  for  the  delicate  and  for  the  ailing  infants. 
This  point  alone  seems  to  me  to  be  a complete  justification  for  the 
re-organisation  of  our  Hospital  Services  envisaged  in  the  National 
Health  Services  Act,  1946,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Regional 
Hospital  Boards  will  seize  this  opportunity  to  provide  a fuller  and 
better  hospital  service  for  infants  and  children. 

I have  in  previous  reports  stressed  the  need  for  more  maternity 
beds  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  and  the  increase  in 
the  Birth  Rate  already  mentioned,  will  if  it  continues,  enhance  that 
need.  Here  again  we  must  wait  with  hope  for  the  Hospital  Board 
to  remedy  a serious  defect  in  our  Social  Services. 

Since  my  last  report  was  written,  some  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  preparation  of  schemes  for  Local  Authority  Services  under  the 
National  Health  Services  Act,  and  we  are  beginning  to  have  some 
slight  idea  of  what  the  set-up  will  be  in  this  area  on  the  Appointed  day 
5th  July,  1948.  There  will  be  delegation  to  a Local  Health  Sub- 


Committee  for  this  area  of  most  of  the  local  authority  services  under 
the  Act  . . . services  which  have  never  before  been  locally  adminis- 
tered in  this  area  will  for  day-to-day  administration  come  under  the 
control  of  the  Local  Committee.  The  scheme  has  much  to  commend 
it,  and  if  a true  spirit  of  co-operation  develops,  then  I think,  we  can 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  future  of  these  services  in  this 
district. 

As  in  previous  reports,  I have  made  comments  as  I thought 
necessary  under  the  various  sections  of  the  report,  but  the  above 
observations  seem  to  me  of  special  importance. 

I must  again  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  and  Officials 
of  the  Council  for  the  very  cordial  help  and  support  I have  received 
from  them  during  the  year.  I am  also  grateful  to  the  Matron  and 
Staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  very  high  standard  of  their  work, 
and  finally  I am  most  indebted  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  loyal  and  willing  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  DUNLOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Condition 


of  the  Area. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  District 
in  the  mid-  year  1947  was  3I581O5  as  compared  with  an  estimate  of 
population  for  the  mid-year  1946  of  3I5OI0.  During  the  war  years 
estimates  of  population  were  not  published^  but  these  may  now  be 
given  ; comparisons  are  as  follows  : — 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid-year  1941 


33 

33 

33 

33 

1942 

35 

33 

33 

33 

1943 

53 

35 

33 

33 

1944 

33 

33 

33 

33 

1945 

53 

33 

33 

33 

1946 

>3 

33 

35 

33 

1947 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


28,950 

28,550 

28.010 

28.810 
29,150 

31.010 

31.810 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Accountant  who  has  supplied  me 
with  the  following  statistics  ; — 

Area  of  the  District  (acres)  ...  ...  53559 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1947)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83315 

Rateable  value  (September,  1947)  ...  ...  £1393369 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  (estimate)  £530 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  year  under  revie w^,  the  major  industries  in  the  district 
have  been  maintained  in  full  employment,  which  is  a factor  of  great 
significance  to  the  general  health  and  well  being  of  the  community 
as  a whole.  The  general  health  of  the  community  has  been  satisfactory, 
though  one  cannot  but  admit  that  w^e  are  short  of  many  things  which 
go  towards  making  life  more  congenial. 

My  duties  as  School  Medical  Inspector  in  the  district  have  once 
again  given  me  the  opportunity  to  survey  the  general  standard  of 
health  of  the  school  children  in  the  area.  I am  satisfied  that  in  the 
years  in  which  I have  been  in  contact  with  School  Medical  work,  the 
children  of  to-day  are  on  the  whole  in  as  good  physical  condition  as 


4 


they  ever  have  been.  The  provision  of  milk  and  meals  in  school  is, 
in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  best  social  service  schemes  that  has  ever 
been  introduced.  One  realises  this  to  the  full  if  one  visits  a school 
now  and  surveys  the  pupils  and  then  considers  what  the  children  were 
like  in  that  same  school  in  the  years  of  depression.  Similarly  my  work 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  district  enables  me  to  state  that 
there  is  a very  high  standard  of  fitness  amongst  the  children  attending. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Live  Births : Total  Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  788  417 

Illegitimate  45  18 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

(Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 20.5). 

Still  Births : — Total  Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  33  19 

Illegitimate  ...  2 i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  births — 40.3. 

DEATHS. 

Total  Male  Female 

387  229  158 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 12.1. 

(Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 12.0). 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age  :■ — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  61.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  60.91 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  66.66 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

The  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year,  divided  into  age 
groups,  are  as  follows  : — 


Deaths  under  one 

year 

of  age 

• 

• • • • • • 

53 

33 

over 

I 

year 

and  under 

5 years 

10 

33 

33 

5 

33 

33 

10 

33 

4 

33 

33 

10 

33 

33 

15 

33 

5 

33 

33 

15 

33 

33 

25 

33 

15 

33 

35 

25 

33 

33 

45 

33 

34 

33 

33 

45 

33 

33 

65 

33 

100 

33 

33 

65 

33 

33 

75 

33 

95 

33 

33 

75  years  of  age  . . 

. 

• • • • • • 

73 

Female 

371 

27 

— 26.2. 


Female 

14 

I 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1947. 


Cause  of 
death 

Under 

I week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

4 weeks 

I - 3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

I year 

Convulsions 

Marasmus 

I 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

_ 

4 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

3 

12 

Asphyxia 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

Prematurity 

15 

2 

— 

— 

17 

I 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Cardiac  dila. 

Myocarditis 

Marasmus 

I 

I 

Actelectasis 

2 

I 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Gastro 

Entiritis 

I 

I 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 
Marasmus 
Abscess  of  face 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

Marasmus 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Congenital 

Cardiac 

Abnormality 

2 

2 

2 

Post 

Meningitis 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Totals 

23 

3 

— 

— 

26 

10 

8 

3 

4 

51 

6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  T uberculosis  . . . 

Syphilitic  Disease  

Influenza  

Measles 

Cancer  (all  forms)  

Diabetes  ... 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  . . . 

Heart  Diseases  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis  

Puer.  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

Premature  Birth 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  disease 
Suicide 

Road  T raff  ic  Accidents 

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  


M. 


9 

5 

2 


33 

18 

55 

9 

23 

16 

I 

3 

1 

3 

3 

10 
9 

5 

2 

7 

15 


F. 

1 

5 

2 

I 

I 

1 

17 

2 
16 

43 

11 

10 

7 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

5 
5 

I 

1 

2 

12 


229  158 

An  analysis  of  the  above  causes  of  death  shows  that  once  again 
Heart  Diseases  and  associated  conditions  are  the  principal  causes  of 
death,  with  Cancer  next  on  the  list. 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


of  the  Area. 


The  details  of  the  Staff  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

As  in  previous  years  the  arrangement  for  the  examination  of 
pathological  specimens  is  that  they  are  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Northallerton.  The  specimens  are  collected  by  the 
Laboratory  Staff  on  notice  being  given,  and  local  practitioners  may 
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leave  specimens  for  collection  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This  new 
arrangement  is  of  much  value  and  ensures  that  specimens  reach  the 
laboratory  without  unnecessary  delay.  The  Director  of  the  Laboratory 
is  available  for  consultation  on  Public  Health  Bacteriological  problems 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  field  work  by  the  Bacteriologist  will  be 
extended  in  the  future.  Such  assistance  is  of  very  great  value  in  many 
cases. 

During  the  year  66  specimens  were  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  the 
following  diseases  : — 

Diphtheria,  52  specimens  ; Meningitis,  5 specimens  : 

Suspected  Typhoid  or  Dysentery,  9 specimens. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Two  ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Council  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  one  ambulance  for  the  general 
needs  of  the  district  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  local  division 
of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  Ambulance  Brigade  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  provide  their  own  accommodation  for  the 
ambulance  and  for  a further  year  the  South  Banlt  Gas  Company  have 
very  generously  permitted  the  ambulance  to  be  stationed  at  their 
works.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  McCallum,  Superintendent  of  the 
St.  John’s  Brigade  for  the  following  brief  report  on  the  work  done  by 
the  ambulance  during  the  year  : — 

“ The  ambulance  carried  761  patients  during  the  past  year. 
There  were  94  Works  Accident  cases,  37  Road  accidents,  and 
630  patients  were  transported  from  their  homes  to  the  local 
hospitals.  The  ambulance  travelled  6,710  miles.  The  ambulance 
is  staffed  with  two  full  time  paid  drivers  and  one  voluntary  driver. 
The  attendants  all  give  their  time  voluntarily  and  are  provided 
by  the  Ambulance  and  Nursing  Divisions  of  the  Brigade.” 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

Once  again  the  Secretaries  of  the  three  Niursing  Associations 
in  the  district  have  kindly  furnished  me  with  a brief  summary  of  the 
work  done  by  their  District  Nurses  and  Midwives.  When  the 
National  Health  Services  Act  begins  to  operate  in  1948,  the  three 
Nursing  Associations  will  cease  to  exist  and  their  duties  will  be  taken 
over  by  the  Local  Health  Sub-committee.  It  seems  appropriate  to 
express  now  our  very  great  appreciation  of  the  valuable  and  devoted 
services  which  have  been  rendered  to  the  community  by  these  three 
voluntary  bodies.  Ail  three  have  a splendid  record  and  have  main- 
tained an  excellent  Nursing  and  Midwives  service  in  this  area  for 
many  years. 
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South  Bank  Association. 

Four  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses  are  employed  who  made 
the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 


General 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  . . . 

Tuberculosis  

Ante-Natal  

Ante-Natal  Clinic 
Casual  visits  


3.944 

4>645 

6i 

2,628 

44 

278 


11,600 


Eston,  Normanby,  Ormesby  and  Wilton  Association. 

This  Association  employs  two  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses^ 
who  made  the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 


General 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  . . . 

Tuberculosis  

Ante-Natal  

Welfare  and  Clinics 
Casual  visits  


2,603 

2,436 

287 

i>376 

6 

I5I55 


7,863 


Grangetown  Association. 

This  Association  employs  three  whole-time  fully  qualified  nurses^ 
who  made  the  following  visits  during  the  year : — 


General  3.813 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 4.3^5 

Ante-Natal ...  ...  1,472 

Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Casual  visits  123 


9.745' 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

All  clinics  and  treatment  centres  in  the  area  are  under  the  conttof 
of  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS—PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

Apart  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  there  is  no  hospital' 
in  the  area  belonging  to  the  local  authority  or  with  which  the  local 
authority  have  made  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  patients,. 


9 


SECTIONS  C,  D and  E. 

Details  of  the  circumstances  in  the  area  coming  under  these 
sections  are  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious 


Diseases. 


As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  year  under  review  has 
been  less  satisfactory  so  far  as  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 
is  concerned.  There  was  a very  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Measles  (375  in  1947  compared  with  57  in  1946)  and  a 
substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (190  cases 
in  1947  compared  with  97  in  1946).  With  regard  to  Diphtheria, 
I have  as  in  previous  years,  encouraged  practitioners  to  send  into 
hospital  any  case  in  which  there  was  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
Diphtheria.  This  policy  ensures  that  adequate  treatment  is  given 
as  early  as  possible,  and  in  no  disease  is  this  more  necessary  than  in 
Diphtheria.  The  practitioners  in  the  area  have  fully  supported  this 
policy  so  that  of  the  28  cases  sent  in  to  hospital  as  possible  Diphtheria, 
only  5 proved  to  be  positive.  Diphtheria  is  definitely  a disease  in 
which  it  is  better  to  be  safe  than  to  be  sorry. 

Infectious  Diseases  amongst  Children  in  this  area  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  : 44  cases  occurred  among  children  under  5 years 

and  1 14  cases  among  school  children.  Practically 
all  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  there  were 
few  complications. 

Diphtheria  : No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year 

in  children  under  5 years.  4 cases  occurred  in 
school  children — 3 of  whom  had  been  previously 
immunised. 

Measles  : 275  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  children  under 

5 years  and  100  cases  in  school  children. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  vast  majority  of  children  were 
immunised  at  the  School  Clinics  in  South  Bank  and  Grangetown. 
During  the  year,  473  children  under  5 years  and  29  children  of  school 
age  were  immunised  and  in  addition,  364  children  received  a rein- 
forcing dose.  From  returns  received  from  the  Health  Visitors  and 
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from  examination  of  the  School  Medical  Records,  I estimate  that  over 
8o%of  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  in  this  district  have  been 
immunised.  This  is  in  many  ways  very  satisfactory  but  it  still  means 
that  there  are  several  hundred  children  in  this  area  who  have  not  been 
immunised.  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Health  Visitors  in  trying  to  get  those  unwilling  ones  to  be  immunised ; 
they  are  constantly  impressing  on  the  perents  the  importance  of 
immunisation  and  visit  the  reluctant  ones  on  many  occasions,  but 
without  success.  We  seem  to  come  up  against  a wall  of  sheer 
indifference  for  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me  how  any  parent  of  average 
intelligence  cannot  see  the  value  of  this  protection.  The  results  of 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  speak  for  themselves  both  nationally  and 
locally — for  example,  throughout  the  country  in  1940  there  were 
46,281  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  2,480  deaths ; in  1947  the  figures 
are  10,469  cases  and  245  deaths — the  deaths  in  1947  from  Diphtheria 
being  one-tenth  of  the  deaths  in  1940.  In  our  own  district  there  were 
in  1940  : 42  cases  and  7 deaths — ^in  1947  • only  5 cases  and  i death. 
Diphtheria  is  most  fatal  in  children  under  5 years  of  age — in  1947  rio 
case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a child  under  5 years  of  age  ; in  other 
words,  immunisation  had  protected  the  children  under  5 years  from 
Diphtheria  during  the  periods  when  it  was  most  fatal  to  them.  In  view 
of  these  facts,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any  parent  can  be  so 
indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  a child  as  to  refuse  them  such  protection. 
Where  a measure  has  proved  so  successful  as  has  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  to  deal  with  the 
indifference  of  many  parents,  is  to  make  immunisation  compulsorily. 

To  those  thousands  of  parents  in  this  district  who  have  had  their 
children  immunised,  I would  like  to  point  out  that  the  protection 
lasts  for  roughly  4 years.  It  is  therefore  advisable  for  any  child  who 
who  was  immunised  when  under  one  year  old  (which  is  the  best  time) 
to  have  another  single  injection  just  before  entering  school — this  will 
restore  the  protection  at  a time  when  the  child  is  being  more  exposed 
to  infection. 

The  following  table  shows  for  the  past  5 years  the  influence  of 
Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  figures  given  are  for  those  cases 
of  Diphtheria  proved  to  be  positive  by  bacteriological  examination 


Number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria. 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 


59 

44 

24 

14 


1947 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  is  a table  of  particulars  of  infectious  diseases  treated 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  1947. 


Disease 

No.  of 
cases 
admitted 

No.  in 
at 

31.12.46 

No.  of  cases 
discharged 
or  died 

No.  in 
hospital  at 

31.12.47 

Diphtheria 

28 

I 

29 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

181 

6 

173 

14 

Cerebro-spinai 

Meningitis 

3 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

Suspected 

Meningitis 

9 

9 

T.  B.  Meningitis 

4 

4 

Measles 

I 

I 

Measles  and 

Pneumonia 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Suspected  Typhoid 

Fever 

I 

I 

Pneumoccocal 

Meningitis 

I 

I 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

7 

7 

Measles  with 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

with  Pneumonia  . . . 

I 

I 

Broncho-pneumonia  ... 

I 

I 

244 

7 

237 

14 

Of  the  28  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted,  23  were  negative  and  5 
positive,  one  case  proving  fatal. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Ward 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

Pneu- 

monia 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever 

Erysip- 

elas 

Polio- 

myelitis 

Sus. 

Typhoid 

North  West 

61 

12 

3 

I 

3 

5 

I 

Grangetown 

II 

19 

3 

2 

3 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

Normanby 

61 

27 

I 

12 

4 

II 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Harcourt 

40 

33 

3 

2 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

I 

I 

I 

Branch  . . . 

25 

12 

2 

6 

I 

2 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Central  . . . 

59 

56 

13 

7 

2 

6 

I 

2 

• • • 

« • • 

South  Bank 

52 

19 

I 

2 

2 

2 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Tilery 

66 

12 

2 

2 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

375 

190 

28 

34 

15 

33 

2 

4 

2 

I 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
and  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
in  age  groups  : — 


Age  Periods 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  i year 

I and  5 years 

5 and  10  years 

10  and  15  years 

15  and  20  years 

20  and  25  years 

25  and  35  years 

35  and  45  years 

45  and  55  years 

55  and  65  years 

65  years  and  over 

1 — 

2 4 

2 5 

4 5 

— 2 

1 2 

2 — 

I — 

I I 

3 2 

— 2 

— I 

I — 

I — 

1 I 

2 I 

I I 

3 I 

I I 

I — 

1 I 

2 — 

— I 

I — 

I — 

Totals 

13  18 

6 6 

9 5 

5 2 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  shows  an  increase  of  13  as 
compared  with  1947.  The  deaths  from  this  cause  show  a decrease 
of  II  on  those  for  the  previous  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Eston  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  thirty-second  Annual  Report  dealing 
with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Department  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1947. 

The  year  began  with  most  severe  weather  and  the  heaviest  snow 
falls  for  may  years  were  experienced.  These  continued  until  March.. 
Snow  drifts  compelled  the  hiring  of  a bulldozer  and  mechanical  shovel 
which  helped  considerably  to  clear  the  roads.  The  exposed  classified 
roads  were  the  worst  and  at  one  time,  the  Redcar  trunk  road  was 
completely  blocked  to  a depth  of  three  feet.  It  was,  however,  possible 
to  keep  the  trackless  car  route  open,  except  for  short  periods,  by 
continual  work  and  attention.  The  cost  of  snow  clearing  was  the 
heaviest  ever  recorded.  Weather  conditions  during  the  opening 
months  of  the  year  may  be  gauged  by  the  following  extract  from  a 
local  news  paper  published  on  20th  March,  1947 : — 

“ Middlesbrough  was  frost  free  last  night  for  the  first  time 
since  25th  January.  The  minimum  was  33  degrees.’^ 

I have  also  recorded  that  on  9th  April,  1947,  ^ freak  hail  and  snow 
storm  in  the  District  laid  a covering  to  a depth  of  three  inches. 

Owing  to  the  weather  conditions  already  referred  to,  the  regular 
service  of  refuse  collection  and  salvage  was  dislocated  for  some  weeks, 
indeed  no  salvage  was  sold  during  the  month  of  February,  even  the 
waste  paper  was  so  wet  as  to  make  it  unsafe  for  baling  purposes. 

Although  this  was  the  second  year  of  peace  conditions,  labour 
and  materials  continued  to  be  even  more  restricted  than  in  the  previous 
year  with  the  result  that  informal  sanitary  notices  for  housing  repairs 
were  often  outstanding  for  considerable  periods  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  obtaining  the  required  materials.  Both  wood  and  metal 
spouting  and  rainwater  pipes  and  fittings  were  most  difficult  to  obtain. 
In  many  cases  asbestos  and  aluminium  were  being  substituted  for 
wood  and  cast  iron ; lead  piping  and  water  closet  basins  were  also 
on  order  for  long  periods. 

Almost  all  sanitary  fittings  and  building  materials  were  held  for 
priority  distribution.  In  the  previous  year,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
issued  a Circular  dealing  with  the  curtailment  of  the  issue  of  building 
licences  owing  to  the  needs  of  new  house  building.  In  August  of  the 
year  under  review  a further  Circular  was  received  in  which  the  previous 
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system  for  the  supply  of  materials  was  discontinued  and  the  issue  of 
priority  certificates  further  restricted  to  “ minimum  repairs  to  occupied 
premises  essential  to  keep  them  fit  for  continued  occupation  ” or 
“ the  repair  of  defective  sanitary  arrangements  where  the  health  of 
the  occupants  might  otherwise  be  endangered.”  Unfortunately,  the 
builders'  merchants  were  inundated  with  orders  and  could  not  honour 
the  priority  certificates  owing  to  their  depleted  stocks  and  slowness 
of  deliveries. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  in  spite  of  all  diff  iculties  2,460  houses 
were  repaired  by  informal  action. 

Details  of  the  various  branches  of  the  work  together  with  a short 
review  in  each  case  are  set  out  in  the  report  under  the  appropriate 
headings. 

As  this  will  be  my  last  annual  report  before  my  retirement  from 
the  Council  after  Thirty-three  years  service,  a brief  review  may  be 
of  interest.  Since  my  appointment  in  1915  after  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Eston  and  South  Bank  my  work  for  the 
health  of  the  District  has  been  interrupted  by  two  great  wars,  in  the 
first  of  which  I served  in  His  Majesty’s  Forces  overseas.  On  my 
appointment  I began  to  organise  sanitary  work  in  the  District  which 
had  not  previously  received  any  serious  attention,  this  was  interrupted 
for  two  and  a half  years  and  on  my  return  to  civil  life  it  had  to  be 
started  anew. 

In  1921  I was  appointed  Cleansing  Superintendent  when  the 
work  was  transferred  from  the  office  of  Surveyor.  This  entailed  the 
supervision  of  night  soil  men,  refuse  collectors,  and  the  street  sweeping, 
watering,  street  gully  cleaning  and  sewer  flushing. 

The  first  great  sanitary  improvement,  which  took  place  in  1923-24, 
was  the  conversion  of  approximately  5,000  pail  closets  to  the  water 
carriage  system,  all  of  which  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The 
cost  v/as  raised  by  loan  and  did  away  with  all  night  soil  collection 
as  well  as  the  objectionable  leaking  of  closet  pans  into  the  back 
streets,  etc. 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  food  was  organised  and  the  sampling 
of  milk  and  foods  became  a routine  duty.  Slaughter  houses  w^ere 
visited  so  regular  that  inspection  covered  almost  every  slaughter.  The 
regular  inspection  of  cowsheds  produced  much  improvement  in  both 
buildings  and  milk  production.  In  1926  there  was  a spate  of  public 
health  legislation  including  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act  and  the  Petroleum  Act, 
1926  v/hich  amended  the  Act  of  1871. 
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Inspections  were  also  made  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  of  1910.  In  1926  The  Ministry  of  Health  conducted 
an  inquiry  into  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District.  Dr.  J. 
Pearce,  one  of  the  Ministry’s  Health  Inspectors  conducted  the  enquiry 
and  later  reported  that 

“ there  is  a good  standard  of  sanitary  administration  in  the 
Eston  district.” 

In  1933  first  housing  survey  was  carried  out  to  ascertain  the 
conditions  under  which  each  family  was  living  and  the  amenities  and 
standards  of  each  household.  This  was  followed  in  1935  by  a complete 
housing  survey  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  to  prescribe  “ Permitted 
Numbers  ” for  each  house,  to  set  out  the  various  degrees  of,  and  the 
control  of  overcrowding  which  existed. 

The  results  of  the  survey  were  set  out  in  tabulated  form  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1936.  It  showed  336  houses  overcrowded  out  of 
a total  of  7,318  houses  surveyed.  Grangetown  Ward  being  the 
highest  (10  per  cent)  and  North  West  Ward  the  lowest  (i.i  per  cent). 
All  the  Wards  showed  overcrowding. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Council  took  steps  to  abate  over- 
crowding and  to  deal  with  individual  unfit  houses  and  so  well  did  this 
work  proceed  that  by  the  time  the  second  world  war  broke  out  in  1939, 
only  a very  few  houses  remained  to  be  dealt  with  for  both  the  causes 
already  enumerated. 

The  outbreak  of  war  seriously  affected  public  health  work  in 
general  and  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  repair  of  existing  houses, 
the  closing  of  unfit  houses  and  the  operation  of  new  measures  in 
various  directions  for  which  legislation  had  recently  been  enacted 
in  particular.  Practically  no  building  of  new  houses  was  commenced 
during  the  war,  housing  repairs  came  to  a standstill  and  only  temporary 
repairs  to  houses  due  to  bomb  damage  could  be  undertaken  owing 
to  large  numbers  of  men  employed  in  the  building  trades  being  drafted 
into  the  Forces  and  the  restricted  supply  of  materials.  We  who  were 
too  old  and  those  in  reserved  occupations  took  up  extra  duties  such 
as  Civil  Defence,  etc.  I was  given  the  duties  of  organising  Decon- 
tamination Services,  Expedient  Mortuary  Superintendent,  British 
Restaurants  Supervisor,  and  Local  Fuel  Overseer,  all  of  which  made 
heavy  claims  on  my  time  both  in  and  out  of  ordinary  hours  of  duty. 

With  the  ending  of  hostilities  came  hopes  of  a speedy  return  of 
pre-war  conditions.  Men  and  women  who  had  entered  the  Forces 
as  single  persons  returned  married  and  this,  as  after  the  first  war, 
taxed  the  housing  situation  to  its  utmost  with  the  result  that  over- 
crowding again  became  very  prevalent.  Indeed,  it  is  only  by  means 
of  another  survey  that  the  extent  can  be  ascertained ; when  such  a 
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survey  is  undertaken  the  bedromm  standard  should  be  considered 
the  only  satisfactory  and  reliable  test  for  overcrowding.  It  is  very 
much  regretted  that  there  is  not  yet  sufficient  building  material  and 
labour  available  for  housing  repairs  which  have  needed  attention  for 
some  considerable  time.  It  is  only  when  we  consider  the  delays  which 
are  experienced  between  the  time  of  ordering  and  the  delivery  of 
sanitary  goods  and  the  restrictions  governing  repairs  by  the  system 
of  licences  that  we  can  appreciate  the  continual  difficulties  experienced 
by  contractors,  house  agents  and  your  Sanitary  Staff. 

As  I reflect  on  my  thirty-two  years  work  and  my  knowledge  of 
things  to  come  I cannot  help  wondering  what  the  Urban  District 
might  have  been  had  not  those  years  been  afflicted  by  the  wars.  The 
deep  water  berths  of  the  river  which  soon  will  become  an  accomplished 
fact  were  envisaged  in  1915.  The  threat  of  the  District  being  absorbed 
by  another  authority  has  hung  over  our  heads  continuously,  whilst 
the  hope  of  borough  powers  has  been  a constant  desire.  The  building 
of  new  houses  both  by  direct  labour  and  contract  has  been  most 
commendable  but  our  population  has  not  increased  by  any  means  as 
much  as  one  might  have  expected.  Generally  speaking,  environmental 
hygiene  has  improved  beyond  all  recognition  and  for  which  I claim 
some  small  share  of  credit  for  your  health  services. 

In  conclusion,  I would  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  continued  support  and  consideration.  I have  always 
found  pleasure  in  my  work  under  the  successive  Councils  during  my 
term  of  office.  I also  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Officers,  Staff 
and  Workmen  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  co-operation 
and  especially  to  Dr.  Dunlop,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with 
whom  it  has  been  a great  pleasure  to  work  and  my  Assistants  and  Staff, 
all  of  whom  have  at  all  times  been  most  loyal  colleagues  and  from 
whom  I have  at  all  times  received  help,  courtesy  and  that  companion- 
ship which  I shall  be  happy  to  treasure  in  my  retirement. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LINSLEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent* 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (^)  ...  130 

(b)  (i)  By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent 30 

— Prefabricated  ...  65 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  35 

I.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 2,588 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  35O21 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  niJ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  2,588 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  2,460 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9, 10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  72 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  the  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  21 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolitions  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,’  the  tenement  or 

rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . ...  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

As  stated  in  my  previous  report,  the  degree  of  overcrowding 
cannot  be  estimated  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  it  is  known 
to  be  very  prevalent  in  the  district  and  the  migration  of 
families  trying  to  better  their  accommodation  is  excessive. 
The  number  of  applications  received  for  Council  houses 
was  approximately,  691  ; an  analysis  of  which  shows  tenants, 
179,  sub-tenants  115,  sub-tenants  discharged  from  H.M. 
Forces,  313,  for  old  age  pensioners’  bungalows,  60,  and 
from  persons  not  resident  in  the  district,  24.  Eighty 
overcrowded  families  were  rehoused  in  Council  houses, 
II  in  requisitioned  houses,  and  13  on  health  grounds. 
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WATER. 

There  were  no  new  sources  of  public  water  supply,  or  extension 
of  mains,  with  the  exception  of  those  being  laid  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  sites  for  new  houses. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  water  supplies  and  as  the  officers  of  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board  take  samples  at  regular  intervals  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  take  further  samples.  All  premises  in  the  District  are  provided 
with  a piped  water  service.  There  are  no  private  or  public  wells 
supplying  water  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Eston  Urban  District  is  received  from 
the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board,  who  supply  the  South  Bank  and 
Normanby  side  of  the  District  through  meter  in  bulk  and  charge  the 
amount  to  the  Council  who,  in  turn  levy  a charge  on  the  consumers. 
This  is  done  under  an  old  agreement  with  the  Board.  The  Eston 
and  Grangetown  side  of  the  District  is  supplied  direct  by  the  Water 
Board  who  collect  their  own  fees  from  the  consumers.  Being  upland 
surface  water,  it  is  naturally  of  a soft  nature,  containing  approximately 
six  to  seven  degrees  of  hardness,  which  makes  it  very  suitable  for 
household  uses,  drinking  purposes  and  heating  installations  without 
forming  deposit  or  having  any  solvent  action  on  metals. 

The  Eston  District  is  in  a very  fortunate  position  in  being 
associated  with  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  for  its  water  supplies. 
During  my  thirty-two  years  experience  at  Eston,  I do  not  remember 
there  being  any  period  when  there  has  been  any  serious  restriction 
of  supply.  The  Board’s  resources  are  among  the  largest  in  the 
country,  the  impounding  reservoirs  having  an  approximate  capacity 
of  2,655  million  gallons,  and  being  situated  at  an  altitude  of  approxi- 
mately 1,000  feet  above  ordnance  datum  great  advantage  is  taken  of 
gravitation  ^supply.  They  have  a catchment  area  of  upwards  of 
30,000  acres. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  extensions  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  development  of  housing  sites,  there  was  no  alteration  of  the 
existing  sewerage  system.  Generally  speakng,  the  method  of  sewerage 
disposal  is  by  emptying  into  the  River  Tees  within  Tidal  flow.  Two 
small  housing  estates  having  no  means  of  connection  to  public  sewers 
are  serviced  by  small  sewerage  plants,  one  is  maintained  by  the  owners 
of  one  estate  and  the  other  which  was  privately  owned  was  taken  over 
and  is  now  maintained  by  the  Council.  The  need  for  some  alteration 
in  the  method  of  sewerage  disposal  and  the  provision  of  a new  trunk 
sewer  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council,  and  proposals  for 
these  works  are  well  in  hand.  This  scheme  has  already  entailed 
considerable  work  as  the  needs  of  the  proposed  works  of  Messrs. 
Dorman,  Long  & Co.  Ltd.,  and  the  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd. 
have  had  to  be  taken  into  account. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  river  running  through  the  District  and  the  becks 
or  streams,  which  are  small,  rising  on  the  high  fround  of  the  Eston 
Hills,  caused  no  flooding  except  on  rare  occasions  during  torrential 
rain,  after  which,  any  local  flooding  soon  subsided,  giving  no  cause 
for  serious  complaint. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

It  is  now  twenty-four  years  since  the  general  conversion  from 
pail  closets  to  water  closets  was  carried  out.  The  Scheme  was  financed 
by  the  raising  of  a loan  of  approximately  ^^30,000  for  a thirty  year 
period,  about  £9,728  of  which  was  still  to  be  repaid  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  With  the  exception  of  approximately  50  dry  closets, 
which  could  not  be  converted,  owing  to  drainage  difficulties,  the 
whole  of  the  district  is  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE. 

There  was  no  outstanding  change  of  policy  in  the  public  cleansing 
services  during  the  year  and  very  few  complaints  in  connection  with 
the  regular  collection  of  house  and  shop  refuse  were  received. 

The  cost  of  the  public  cleansing  services  again  showed  an  increase, 
mainly  due  to  measures  taken  which  were  beyond  the  control  of  the 
department.  Difficulties  of  refuse  collection  as  mentioned  in  my 
previous  report  in  connection  with  communal  air  raid  shelters  erected 
in  back  streets  continued  but  much  progress  was  made  to  have  these 
demolished. 

Referring  to  the  high  cost  of  public  cleansing,  I would  point  out 
that  whilst  wages  are  in  some  measure  responsible  for  this,  more  new 
houses  have  been  erected,  many  more  old  houses  have  two  or  more 
families  and  there  are  not  so  many  empty  premises.  I would  also 
refer  to  the  improved  service  conditions  of  the  workers,  particularly 
with  regard  to  sick  pay,  which  was  reflected  in  the  departmental  costs. 
I have  set  out  below  the  number  of  days  work  lost  during  the  year 
and  the  cost  to  the  service  for  sickness  payments  with  last  year’s 
figures  in  brackets  for  comparison.  The  total  number  of  employees 
was  59  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Sick  Pay — Full.  Sick-Pay — Half.  Absence. 


Days 

Amount 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

hrs. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ s. 

d. 

514 

376 

7 10 

144 

59  II 

8 

195 

— 

(627) 

(455 

5 6) 

(206) 

( 87  9 

9) 

(281) 

(-) 
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Refuse  Collection. 

During  the  year  a weekly  collection  service  was  maintained  except 
between  the  period  of  late  January  to  the  first  half  of  March  when  the 
work  was  completely  disorganised  by  the  severe  weather  conditions. 
Four  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work, 
each  having  a defined  round  in  order  that  the  whole  district  may  be 
serviced  in  the  week.  The  days  and  times  of  calling  are  very  regular 
except  when  delay  is  caused  by  mechanical  breakdown  or  adverse 
weather  conditions.  There  is  full  work  for  the  vehicles  we  have, 
but  when  either  of  the  above  conditions  prevail,  routine  work  breaks 
down  and  it  takes  time,  especially  in  winter,  to  regain  the  time  lost. 
It  was  under  these  conditions  and  to  cope  with  these  and  other 
emergencies  as  well  as  the  increasing  erection  of  permanent  and 
prefabricated  houses  that  the  Council  consented  to  the  ordering  of  a 
further  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicle  but  which  had  not  been 
delivered  when  the  year  closed. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  method  of  refuse  disposal  continued  to  be  by  tipping  after 
sorting.  As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  the  lease  of  the  disused 
clay  pit  at  Grangetown  terminated  in  February.  The  land  had  been 
purchased  by  Messrs.  Dorman,  Long  & Co.  Ltd.  in  connection  with  their 
works  extensions  and  as  they  wished  to  proceed  with  their  development  as 
soon  as  possible  they  offered,  and  the  Council  accepted,  an  alternative 
site  which  consisted  of  a field  which  needed  the  surface  raising 
and  levelling  for  future  rail  sidings.  Refuse  tipping  commenced 
on  the  new  site  in  October,  it  does  not  afford  the  prospect  of 
many  years  tipping  space  but  a further  site  is  contemplated  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  available  by  the  time  the  present  tip  is  completed. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  and  kitchen  waste  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  trailers  attached  to  the  refuse  collecting  vehicles.  The  workmen 
receive  a bonus  for  this  work  based  on  the  sales  value  of  salvaged 
materials  which  is  calculated  and  paid  out  monthly. 

There  was  a noticeable  increase  in  the  collection  of  salvage  during 
the  year  which,  approximately,  was  equal  to  the  reduction  of  the 
previous  year.  Sales  during  the  year  produced  £988,  against  £882, 
for  the  previous  year.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  revival  of  interest 
by  householders  due  to  propaganda  and  the  increase  of  waste  paper 
which  was  our  highest  remunerative  salvage.  In  September  we  were 
unfortunate  in  that  our  salvage  buildings  and  their  contents  were 
destroyed  by  fire  which  caused  a loss  of  plant,  tools  and  stock  valued 
at  £197.  As  special  reports  are  prepared  on  the  collection  and  sale 
of  salvage  each  half  year  and  submitted  to  your  Council  for  consider 
ation,  it  would  not  appear  necessary  to  pursue  the  matter  in  detail 
further  in  this  report. 
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Street  Sweeping. 

This  work  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  manual  labour,  which 
is  organised  on  the  beat  system.  Most  of  the  apparent  neglect 
sometimes  noticed  was  due  to  holidays  and  sickness  among  the 
workmen. 

There  are  approximately  57  miles  of  streets  within  the  District ; 
35  miles  are  front  streets  and  classified  roads,  whilst  22  miles  are  paved 
back  streets.  The  length  of  classified  (County)  roads  is  12.69  rniles  ; 
the  cost  of  sweeping,  weeding  and  gully  cleaning  is  borne  jointly  by 
the  North  Riding  County  Council  and  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Allocation  of  the  cost  is  based  on  a percentage  system  which  has  been 
in  operation  since  1944. 


Guliy  Cleaning. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  street  gully  cleansings  was  27,973. 
All  street  and  road  gullies  are  cleansed  at  intervals  of  approximately 
three  weeks.  This  work  continued  to  be  done  by  horse  drawn  tumbler 
carts.  In  my  last  report  I adversely  commented  on  this  method  of 
gully  cleaning  with  all  its  difficulties  and  inefficiency.  I also  reported 
to  your  committee  on  the  advisability  of  improving  service  by  the 
acquisition  of  a motor  gully  emptier  which  could  also  be  used  for 
sewer  flushing.  After  careful  consideration  a suitable  vehicle  was 
placed  on  order  but  had  not  been  delivered  when  the  year  closed. 


Sewer  Flushing. 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  of  gufiy  cleaning  applies  to  sew^er 
flushing.  A horse  drawn  350  gallon  tank  waggon  was  still  in  use  when 
the  year  closed  but  it  was  anticipated  that  the  new  motor  gully  emptier 
with  sewer  flushing  attachment  would  be  delivered  early  in  the  new 
year. 

Snow  Removal  and  Gritting. 

The  cost  of  snow  removal  and  gritting  for  the  Winter,  1946-7  w^as 
approximately  2,754,  most  of  which  was  rechargeable  to  the  North 
Riding  County  Council  for  keeping  the  classified  main  roads  clear 
for  traffic.  Very  heavy  falls  of  snow  were  experienced  during 
February  and  March.  The  severity  of  the  weather  during  this  period 
has  already  been  commented  on.  The  cost  of  snow  clearing  was  the 
highest  ever  recorded  in  the  District.  It  was  also  the  first  time  we 
had  recourse  to  the  hire  of  bulldozers  and  mechanical  shovels  but  it 
was  found  to  be  the  only  way  to  move  the  fall  in  general  and  the  drifts 
in  particular.  In  contrast  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was 
neither  snow  or  frost  of  much  consequence  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  which  held  the  promise  of  being  a very  mild  winter. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA, 

General  Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  number  and  nature 
of  inspections  made  and  recorded  during  the  year  under  the  various 
Acts,  Orders  and  Bve-laws  in  force  within  the  Urban  Area. 


Inspections.  Visits. 


Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act,  etc.^  2,224 

DwHling  Houses  (reinspection)  under  above  797 

Dwelling  Houses  (work  in  progress)  under  above  ...  nil 

Interviews  with  Builders,  Owners  and  others  ...  ...  I5I97 

Complaints  investigated  ...  435 

Inspection  of : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  75 

Slaughterhouses  and  Distributing  Depot  ...  ...  367 

Markets  and  Food  Stores  ...  ...  186 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Public  Halls  and  other  Buildings  12 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  31 

Conveniences  (Public)  ...  ...  17 

Rat  Infested  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Infectious  Disease  ...  283 

Fumigations  224 

Drain  Examinations  285 

Registered  Preparation  Rooms — Food  and  Drugs  Act  43 

Scavenging,  Cleansing  and  Salvage  328 

Under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous  Visits  not  enumerated  above  ...  ...  367 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

The  various  works  which  were  completed  under  Notices  Served, 
or  after  intimation  had  been  given  to  the  owners  or  occupiers,  are 
set  out  below. 

House  and  General. 

Number  of : — 

Chimney  and  Roofs  repaired 628 

Spoutings  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  227 

Walls  rebuilt  or  repaired  108 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  55 
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Ceilings  and  plasters  repaired  522 

Window  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired  118 

Fireplaces  repaired  168 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  184 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  or  provided  ...  115 

Setpots  repaired  75 

House  water  supplies  repaired  ...  126 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  10 

Refuse  bins  renewed  497 

Staircases  repaired  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  12 

House  Drainage. 

Drains  tested,  relaid  or  repaired  ...  30 

New  gullies,  traps  or  grids  provided  ...  ...  37 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  ...  81 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  without 

Notices  being  served  862 

Water  Closets. 

Number  of : — 

Water  supplies  repaired  834 

Cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 248 

Basins  renewed  53 

Seats  and  flush  pipes  renewed 55 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  52 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  without 

Notices  being  served  • ••  •»*  •••  X 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District ; the  last 
one  (Munby  Hostel)  was  closed  during  March,  1943. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  740. 
The  larger  number  of  these  was  requests  to  have  inspections  made 
for  the  repair  of  houses,  stopped  drains  or  defective  refuse  bins. 

Complaints  regarding  housing  repairs  could  not  be  dealt  with  as 
quickly  or  as  fully  as  could  be  wished  owing  to  continued  restrictions 
of  materials,  shortage  of  labour  and  the  limitation  of  building  licences. 

The  supply  of  refuse  bins  was  governed  by  quota  schemes  ; the 
quality  of  the  bins  improved  but  the  quantity  available  was  still  less 
than  the  demand.  497  new  bins  were  provided  after  the  service  of 
Sanitary  Notices,  this  number  is  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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So  far  as  drain  stoppage  complaints  are  concerned  1,063  stoppages 
were  removed  by  the  Department’s  workmen  by  plunging  and  without 
Notices  being  served.  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year. 
The  arrangement  has  been  in  force  in  the  District  for  may  years  and 
has  proved  to  be  the  quickest  and  most  economical  way  of  getting 
rid  of  a most  inconvenient  and  objectionable  nuisance. 

The  number  and  nature  of  the  complaints  were : — 


Stoppages  in  yard  and  water  closet  drains  123 

For  the  repair  of  houses  268 

Dilapidated  refuse  bins  132 

Verminous  conditions  70 

Defective  water  services  82 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  65 


SHOPS. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  requiring  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  adequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
and  the  maintenance  of  reasonable  temperature  in  shops  received 
attention  whenever  possible,  but  owing  to  fuel  restrictions  temperatures 
could  not  generally  be  enforced.  The  continual  propaganda  to  save 
electricity  and  the  regulations  limiting  window  displays  together  with 
the  Winter  Hours  of  Closing  Orders  tended  towards  relaxations  in 
almost  all  directions  which  would,  I am  sure,  have  received  sympathetic 
consideration  by  any  bench  of  magistrates.  Much  good  work  was 
done  in  an  informal  manner  and  many  improvements  were  effected. 
These  matters  are  receiving  careful  attention  when  new  shops  are 
being  opened  and  where  alterations  take  place.  With  regard  to  the 
closing  hours  of  shops  under  the  Act  of  1912,  there  are  not  many  shops 
taking  advantage  of  the  full  permitted  number  of  hours  for  opening, 
very  many  shops  now"  close  at  least  an  hour  earlier  than  they  need  do 
under  the  Act.  The  hours  are  also  affected  in  some  trades  such  as 
confectioners  by  the  amount  of  goods  that  they  can  offer  for  sale  on 
various  days.  Shop  assistants  are  now  more  organised  than  ever 
before  and  the  demand  for  shorter  hours  is  becoming  more  generally 
recognised.  Until  rationing  is  eased  or  abolished  there  will  be  little 
alteration  in  the  tendency  to  close  early  as  there  is  no  useful  purpose 
served  in  many  trades  by  extending  hours  under  present  conditions. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Most  of  the  smoke  that  is  troublesome  in  the  District  is  produced 
by  the  heavy  industries  situated  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  area  and 
adjoining  the  banks  of  the  river  Tees.  The  nuisance  is  worst  when 
the  wind  is  from  the  North  and  North-East,  which  carries  the  smoke 
from  the  steel  industries  to  the  greater  inhabited  parts  of  the  District. 
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It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  this  kind  of  nuisance  under  existing  law  as 
the  smelting  of  ores  and  minerals,  the  calcining,  puddling  and  rolling 
of  iron  and  other  metals  and  the  conversion  of  pig  iron  into  wrought 
iron  are  exempted  in  so  far  as  the  Act  must  not  be  construed  so  as  to 
interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  efficient  workings  of  these  operations. 
(Section  109,  Public  Health  Act,  1936).  To  these  exemptions  is  also 
added  further  conditions  prescribed  under  the  Alkali,  etc.  Works 
Regulation,  1906.  Membership  of  The  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society  continues  to  increase  and  it  is  to  their  efforts  we  must  look  for 
an  amendment  of  the  law  to  deal  efficiently  with  atmospheric  pollution 
in  its  various  forms. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  FOOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
open  to  the  public  within  the  Urban  District.  Proposals  were  made 
to  provide  swimming  baths  for  the  District  before  the  war,  but  have 
not  been  advanced  owing  to  priorities  in  other  directions  and  the 
present  embargo  on  loans  for  expenditure  on  such  schemes. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  FLEAS 
AND  COCKROACHES. 

The  number  of  infested  premises  brought  to  my  notise  was  not 
so  many  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  method  of  removing  skirtings 
and  mouldings  followed  by  fumigation  has  now  been  discontinued 
and  simple  spraying  with  solution  containing  D.D.T.  preparations 
has  been  found  to  be  most  reliable  and  effective.  The  idea  of  spraying 
prefabricated  houses  before  being  tenanted  which  I reported  on  in 
my  last  annual  report  appears  to  have  had  the  desired  effect  as  no  case 
of  infestation  had  been  reported  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  infestations  reported  to  me  during  the  year  was  compara- 
tively small  and  except  for  terminal  treatments  for  cockroaches,  which 
is  to  be  expected,  all  complaints  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

The  supervision  of  these  premises  was  affected  owing  to  so  many 
other  demands  on  our  time.  60  routine  visits  were  made  for  this 
purpose.  Three  Notices  for  minor  defects  were  received  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  related  to  lavatory  accommodation 
for  the  use  of  employees.  The  small  number  of  contraventions  under 
that  part  of  the  Act  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority 
were  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 

The  grouping  of  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation  in  the 
larger  factories  is  now  advocated  in  order  that  workmen  may  not  have 
unreasonable  distances  to  travel  to  use  these  facilities.  At  present 
they  are  spread  haphazardly  about  the  works.,  often  without  proper 
drainage  connections.  It  is  the  lack  of  drainage  that  makes  grouping 
and  improvement  most  difficult.  Generally  the  works  have  grown 
and  extended  on  sites  of  limited  size  and  with  no  thought  of  proper 
drainage,  the  consequence  is  that  to  lay  drains  now  means  large 
expense  and  many  difficulties  to  overcome. 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  our 
meat  supplies.  All  meat  (Home  killed  and  Frozen)  supplies  in  the 
District  continued  to  be  received  from  the  Central  Slaughtering 
Establishment,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
in  the  adjoining  County  Borough.  The  meat  is  delivered  by  motor 
van  to  a distributing  depot  at  South  Bank,  and  allocated  to  the  various 
butchers.  The  fresh  killed  meat  is  inspected  at  the  Central  Slaughter 
House  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  the  frozen  meat  is  inspected  at  the 
wholesale  establishments.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  quantity  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  at  the 
distributing  depot  is  small.  When  unfit  meat  is  found  either  on 
delivery  or  when  being  cut  up  for  sale,  it  is  sent  back  to  the  Central 
Slaughter  House  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Official 
who  is  responsible  for  its  disposal. 

Tinned  meats  (corned  beef  and  mutton)  which  arrives  at  the 
distributing  depot  in  cases  which  have  not  been  opened  for  inspection 
are  sometimes  found  to  be  blown,  rusted  or  punctured. 

Centralised  slaughtering  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
to  facilitate  more  even  distribution  in  connection  with  their  rationing 
policy.  Before  the  war  the  butchers  bought  their  animals  in  open 
market  and  slaughtered  them  in  their  private  slaughter  houses,  of 
which  there  were  eleven  in  the  District.  The  slaughter  houses  were 
well  conducted  and  the  carcases  carefully  dressed  and  stored  previous 
to  sale,  which  gave  the  meat  a good  appearance  and  keeping  quality. 
Under  the  present  system  continual  handling,  heaping  into  vans, 
loading  and  unloading  detracts  from  the  appearance  of  the  meat  and 
affects  the  keeping  quality. 

Centralised  slaughtering  as  it  is  now  carried  out  was  a wartime 
arrangement  and  until  the  Ministry  of  Food  decides  its  future  policy 
no  decision  can  be  come  to  regarding  the  return  of  the  trade  to  private 
slaughtering.  It  is  apparent  from  the  amount  of  meat  consumed  in 
the  District  that  there  is  need  for  a public  abattoir  in  the  area,  especially 
in  view  of  the  situations  of  the  private  slaughter  houses.  Such  a 
central  slaughtering  establishment  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  benefit 
to  the  butchers  and  economic  in  operation.  Our  chief  concern  is  to 
be  assured  that  animals  are  slaughtered  properly  and  facilities  for  the 
efficient  inspection  of  all  the  meat  is  assured.  Private  slaughter 
houses  do  not  lend  themselves  to  these  conditions.  If  and  when  the 
Ministry  of  Food  does  decide  its  future  policy  regarding  meat  supplies, 
the  opportunity  should  not  be  missed  to  have  a declared  policy  for 
the  District  so  as  to  ensure  that  full  and  proper  facilities  are  or  can 
be  provided  for  the  hygienic,  and  humane  slaughtering  and  efficient 
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inspection  of  animals  both  before  and  after  slaughter.  It  may  well 
be  that  such  a policy  would  include  the  provision  of  a public  abattoir, 
in  which  case  it  would  require  most  careful  consideration  as  to  who 
would  be  prepared  to  bear  the  cost  of  its  erection  and  equipment, 
the  Council  or  the  butchers  who  would  use  the  premises. 

The  inspection  of  food  does  not  only  cover  meats  received  at 
the  distributing  depot  but,  owing  to  the  enormous  amounts  of  imported 
and  home  produced  tinned  foods,  regular  visits  are  made  to  grocers 
and  food  stores.  The  need  for  this  is  demonstrated  by  the  amount 
of  various  tinned  foods  surrendered.  In  these  cases  the  surrender 
certificates  are  passed  from  the  retailer  to  the  wholesalers  who  replace 
the  goods  whilst  the  Food  Executive  Officer  adjusts  the  points  values. 

630  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  meat 
and  food  inspection ; the  approximate  quantities  of  meat  which 
passed  through  the  distributing  depot,  exclusive  of  offals,  were : — 


Fresh  killed.  Imported. 


Sides  of  Beef  . . . 2,28 1 

Quarters  of  Beef  ...  35575 

Calves  188 

Calves 

nil 

Pigs  42 

Pigs 

18 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  35632 

Sheep  and  Lambs  .. . 1I5745 

Other  Imported  and  Tinned  Meats. 

Pork  joints  ...  5,658  lbs. 

Mutton 

4,583lbs. 

Corned  Meats  ...  206,298  lbs. 

The  undermentioned  meats  and  food  were 

found,  on  inspection. 

to  be  unfit  for  food: — 

Imported  Beef 

• • • 

1,171  lbs. 

Bacon  

34  lbs. 

Butter  

3 lbs. 

Cheese  

5 lbs. 

Sugar 

7 lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit — Grapes  

10  boxes  and  8 barrels 

Dried  Fruit  

6^  lbs. 

Fish — wet  

35  stones 

Fish — shell  

13^  stones 

Fish  Cakes  

144 

Tinned  Fruit  

248  tins 

,,  Preserves  

33  tins 

„ Vegetables  

46  tins 

,,  Cereals  

49  tins 

,,  Soups  

22  tins 

,,  Meats 

III  tins 

,,  Corned  Beef  

187  tins 

„ Milk  

181  tins 

„ Fish  

57  tins 

Pickles  

149  jars 

Pudding  and  other  powders 

929  packets 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Under  this  Act,  no  person  may  slaughter  or  stun  any  animal  in 
a slaughter  house  unless  he  is  in  possession  of  licence.  These  licences 
are  granted  by  the  Council  to  applicants  who  are  considered  fit  and 
proper  persons  of  eighteen  years  of  age  or  over.  The  licences  are 
renewable  yearly  and  each  case  is  reported  upon  when  the  applications 
are  considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee.  The  number  of 
licences  held  by  persons  in  the  Eston  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  22, 
most  of  whom  are,  or  have  been  engaged  in  the  butchering  business. 
Most  of  these  persons  have  only  killed  pigs  for  private  owners  for 
bacon  since  slaughtering  was  centralised.  The  number  of  pigs  killed 
privately  for  bacon  and  inspected  during  the  year  was  183. 

Food  Stores  and  Markets. 

Many  of  the  unfit  foods  enumerated  v^^ere  taken  from  food  shops 
and  stores.  It  has  now  become  known  to  the  tradesmen  of  these 
premises  that  whenever  they  receive  doubtful  or  obviously  unfit  foods 
in  tins,  cartons  or  packets  they  should  notify  the  department  with  a 
view  to  having  the  foods  inspected  which,  v/hen  found  to  be  unfit  or 
out  of  condition,  are  certified.  The  certificate  is  made  out  in  duplicate, 
one  to  recover  the  points  value  and  one  for  the  supplier  in  order  to 
have  the  goods  replaced  as  previously  mentioned. 

The  South  Bank  street  market,  I reported  last  year  to  be  making 
a satisfactory  recovery  from  wartime  depression,  continued  to  improve 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  show^ed  a further  increase  in  the  number 
of  pre-war  stallholders  returning  to  the  market  although  their  goods 
were  in  restricted  quantities. 

Fish  Shops. 

31  visits  were  made  to  inspect  shops  from  where  wet  and  fried 
fish  w^as  being  sold ; no  serious  nuisance  was  found  and  minor 
suggestions  were  attended  to.  There  is  very  little  fish  offal  for  disposal 
as  wet  fish  is  now  received  after  being  headed  and  gutted  by  the  senders. 

Bakehouses. 

All  the  bakehouses  in  the  District  were  inspected  for  cleanliness 
and  hygienic  conditions  of  bread  and  confectionery  production.  The 
necessary  limewashing  and  cleansing  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  several  small 
matters. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  1 1 cow^sheds  in  the  District.  The  approximate  number 
of  dairy  cows  in  milk,  kept  by  producers,  was  121  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Two  producers  send  all  their  milk  to  a collecting  depot  outside 
the  District  where  it  is  pasteurised.  Two  producers  sell  all  their  milk 
wholesale  to  retailers  in  the  District.  One  producer  sells  both  whole- 
sale and  retail  and  six  producers  sell  all  their  milk  retail. 
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There  are  four  producers  (farmers)  outside  the  District  who 
retail  milk  in  the  area,  this  amounts  to  approximately  350  gallons  per 
day  of  W'hich  200  gallons  are  pasteurised,  25  gallons  accredited  and 
120  gallons  are  raw  milk. 

Investigation  has  shown  that  the  approximate  milk  consumption 
per  head  of  the  population  is  a little  over  a half  a pint  per  day.  An 
analysis  of  the  various  grades  of  milk  shows  that  the  daily  supply 
consists  of  about  200  gallons  supplied  to  schools,  all  of  which  is 
pasteurised  and  of  the  remainder  14%  is  raw  milk,  84%  is  pasteurised 
and  a small  quantity  is  accredited.  Herd  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
from  each  of  the  producers’  cows  in  milk  and  were  sent  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  upon  which  the  analyst  reported  that  no  tubercle 
bacillus  was  found  in  any  of  the  samples.  I should  point  out  that 
although  this  is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  all  the  cows  were  free 
of  the  disease,  it  afforded  good  indication  of  the  health  of  the  catde 
and  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  milk. 

One  producer  holds  an  Accredited  Licence  from  the  County 
Authority.  All  the  cowsheds  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the 
year  to  ensure  that  the  limewashing  had  been  carried  out.  At  one 
cow’siied  improvements  were  being  carried  out  with  a view"  to  the 
producer  obtaining  a designated  milk  licence. 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  District  who  hold  T.  T.  licences. 
Two  dairies  having  premises  outside  the  District  hold  supplementary 
licences  issued  by  your  Council  to  sell  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  within 
the  Eston  Urban  Area. 

Dairies  and  Milksliops. 

These  premises  were  usually  inspected  w"hen  milk  samples  were 
being  taken ; generally  speaking,  they  are  well  conducted  and  both 
the  premises  and  churns  were  kept  in  a dean  condition.  The  number 
of  persons  selling  milk  is  much  less  than  wEen  sterilised  milk  in  sealed 
bottles  was  readily  available.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  are 
becoming  more  conscious  of  the  need  for  a safe  milk  and  in  consequence 
the  demand  for  pasteurised,  sterilised  and  tested  or  graded  milk  is 
increasing. 

Milk  Sampling. 

25  informal  samples  of  new  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  all  of 
which  w’ere  tested  in  the  Department  for  fat  content,  specific  gravity, 
added  water  and  dirt  in  suspension.  The  highest  fat  content  recorded 
was  5.4%  and  the  lowest  3.1%.  The  average  of  all  samples  being 
3.7%  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  standard  of  fat  set  up  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901, 
is  3.0^0,  below  which  it  is  presumed,  unless  the  contrary  is  proved, 
that  the  milk  is  not  genuine.  The  standard  for  non-fatty  solids  is 
S.5%.  This  standard  was  maintained  in  all  the  samples  taken. 


All  the  samples  were  passed  through  cotton  wool  filter  pads  to 
ascertain  the  dirt  content,  and  by  hydrometer  to  ascertain  the  correct 
specific  gravity,  which  is  naturally  disturbed  by  the  addition  of  water 
or  the  extraction  of  fat.  In  all  the  samples  taken  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  adulteration  or  the  milk  having  been  tampered  with.  Where 
necessary  the  attention  of  the  vendor  or  producer  was  drawn  to  the 
results  of  the  sampling  and  the  necessity  of  clean  production  and 
distribution  impressed. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  9 premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1936  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  All  the  premises  were  visited  and  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
vendors  of  ice  cream  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  large  profits  which  it  is 
acknowledged  have  been  made  in  this  trade.  From  an  administrative 
point  of  view  the  position  is  far  from  satisfactory,  there  is  no  standard 
of  quality  or  purity  set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  in  consequence 
the  ingredients  necessary  to  make  ice  cream  an  article  of  food  value 
are  not  being  used.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association  has  pressed 
continually  for  the  setting  up  of  a standard  but  the  Ministry  of  Food 
contend  that,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  supplies,  a standard  at  the  present 
time  would  have  of  necessity  to  be  very  limited  and  they  would  prefer 
to  wait  until  the  ingredients  for  making  a good  ice  cream  are  more 
readily  available. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

507  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease.  All 
cases  enumerated  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
visited  as  early  as  possible  after  notification,  and  full  enquiries  were 
made  with  a view  to  tracing  the  source  of  the  infection.  The  fumi- 
gation of  the  premises  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  vapourising 
fumigators,  together  with  such  bedding  and  clothing  as  was  necessary, 
was  carried  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  premises  disinfected  during 
the  year : — 


Houses. 

Rooms. 

Cause. 

199 

596 

Scarlet  Fever. 

25 

83 

Diphtheria. 

15 

25 

Tuberculosis. 

29 

75 

Other  medical  causes. 

55 

188 

Other  causes. 

323 

967 
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Many  lots  of  old,  verminous  or  contact  bedding  after  illnesses 
causing  soiling  were  removed  and  destroyed.  Any  request  to  remove 
and  destroy  such  articles  must  be  accompanied  by  a card  intimating 
that  no  claim  against  the  Council  for  compensation  will  be  made. 


PETROLEUM  STORAGE. 

The  licensing  of  premises  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  has 
for  many  years  been  carried  out  by  the  Department.  During  the 
year  all  the  premises  which  had  been  deprived  of  storage  during  the 
war  were  again  brought  into  use  and  licensed  after  a thorough 
inspection  of  the  plant  had  been  made.  There  are  23  premises  where 
storage  installations  exist  and  the  total  storage  capacity  of  these  is 
3,522,900  gallons.  At  one  factory  a store  is  licensed  for  cellulose 
solution. 

Petroleum  storage  plants  are  visited  at  intervals  and  always 
reported  upon  when  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  are  being 
considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  and 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

During  the  year  301  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rats 
and  mice  destruction.  49  infested  properties  were  dealt  with  and  the 
Sewers  of  the  District  were  subjected  to  two  Maintenance  Treatments 
as  required  by  the  Rodent  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  to  qualify  for  financial  Grant  Aid.  The  number  of 
sewer  manholes  treated  was  560.  The  method  of  treatment  was  to  lay 
prebaits  of  damp  sausage  rusk  in  each  manhole  for  two  successive 
days.  This  encouraged  feeding  and  was  followed  by  the  laying  of 
poison  baits  on  the  third  day. 

The  records  of  the  work  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Rodent  Division  from  whom  financial  grant 
was  received. 


CONCLUSION. 

As  my  last  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  as  now  constituted, 
several  detailed  explanations  have  been  omitted,  as  the  members  now 
have  a fuller  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
Department.  A certain  amount  of  repetition  cannot  be  avoided  as 
it  is  necessary  to  mention  certain  services  where  no  change  has  taken 
place. 
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